In search of lost time

Photograph

In time the shutter is pushed and the moment out of time is put in space. A photograph makes time a thing to face-an object. The moment when light is placed on the surface is out of the artist’s hand. In the moment there is nothing the artist can do. It is so because it is still time until it is placed on the surface how short it is. The moment it is placed on the surface, it is no longer time but space and it becomes an object or a problem about which the artist can do something. So Lagneau said that “Space is form of ability but time is the form of disability.”
Hope

Hyo-Youn Lee’s work begins with facing time which was once her in the past. It is to see time getting out of her and thrown in front of her. It is to gaze time which was once the present in her. It is to recall time which has now become the past out of her. So to paint becomes to repaint memories from the past, in the present, depending on the future. “With hope to fly in the water, I am repainting the right wing with my left hand several times.”(Rainy Stockholm 2006_Artist note 2009)

Travel

Her work is a travel in search of lost time. It is a journey in search of lost feelings from the old present. It is a trial to get into the old present with memories out of time. It is to bring the old feelings to life in the present. Sometimes it is successfully made but sometimes it ends up being around the threshold of the time.
<A day never met before> shows a street around Hong-ik University in 1994. It is said that the artist happened to find the time in an old photo album. The travel has begun. While in time looking at the photograph, out of time looking for memories, the trial to get into the time seems to have been unsuccessful. So she created a character that will live in the old present for her.

<Venice> shows the skies that she happened to look up in an alley in Venice in 2004. It seems that the photograph, the model of the picture, takes her to the time at once despite the time gap of 5years. But the time is transformed by the future while it is moved from the surface to another. The artist’s hope of the blue skies being clearly stood out erased the electrical wires from the photograph.
To the artist painting is a travel searching for the lost time which was once her. But it is not for the past. Rather, it is for the future. It is so because the travel begins with the past which was once her present but the power sustaining the travel comes from the future.
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